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“Great Loss”'— Truman 

In Independence, Mo., for- 
mer President Harry.Truman, 
an intended victim of an as- 
sassin’s bullets 13 years ago, 
was at first too stricken by 
the news to comment. Four 
hours later, he said: . 

“The President's death is a 
great personal loss to the 
country and me.. He was an 
able President, one of the 
people loved and trusted.” 

Former Vice President 
Richard M. Nixon,, who op- 
posed Mr. Kennedy in the 1960 
presidential race, said: “The 
assassination of the President 
is a terrible tragedy for the 
Nation. Mrs. Nixon and I ex- 
press our deepest, sympathy 
to the members of the family 
in this hour of sorrow.” 

Many persons blamed the 
President’s death on the 
hatred and bitterness of big- 
ots. Chief Justice Earl War- 
ren, who heard about .the 
shooUng as he and his Su- 
preme Court colleagues were 
considering appeals in closed 
conference, said: 

“A great and good President 
has suffered martyrdom as a 
result of hatred and bitterness 
that has been Injected into the 
life of our Nation by bigots^ 
but his memory will always be 
an inspiration to Americans of. 
goc^ will everywhere.’* 

“World Will Never Forget” 

Deep sorrow pervaded Capi- 
tol Hill.- House Speaker John 
W. McCormack (D-Mass.) said: 
“Our country and- the entire 
world will never forget Presi- 
dent Kennedy.” 
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Senior Senator from Texas Ralph Yarborough cries as he 
left Parkland Hospital In Dallas yesterday after Presi- 
dent Kennedy, shot by a sniper', died. 



Rep. Carl Albert (D-Okla.) 
was crying as he sahk “I can’t 
imagine -that this could hap- 
pen in this country in this 
age." 

Anger etched the face of 
Rep. . Hale • Boggs (D-La.), 
DemocratiCiHouse Whip, as he 

“John F. Kennedy will go 
down in history as a martyr to 
the American ideal . . . 

. “Another great Americani^ 
Abraham Lincoln, was assassi- 
nated almost 100 years ago. 
Both he and John F. Kennedy 
gave their lives for the.Ameri-i 
can union and the American | 



ideal of opportunity for all of 
usi” 

House -Republican Leader* 
Charles A. Halleck (R-Ind.) 
said: ' . 

*The assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy is an unspeak- 
able crime against all the peo- 
ple of this country. The world 
should know that in this hour 
of national tragedy Americans 
?tand together as one.” 

In the Senate, Sen. Harry F. 
Byrd (D-Va.), who. often had 
disagreements with the Presi- 
dent, paid this tribute to Mr. 
Kennedy: 

“He was a man of great 
dedication,, of noble and out- 
standing courage, and his 
good and abiding faith in the 
peoples of our country and 
the world will be everlasting 
monument in our memories.”* 

Sen. Everett M. Dirksen (R- 



The big and little people of 
America poured out their 
grief, shock and anger yester- 
day over the assassination of 
their President. 

Sorrow crossed party lines 
and differences among men in 
high offices throughout the 
land. They expressed their 
sympathy . to .. the President’s 
family. They called ior pray- 
er. 

Former President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower was visibly 
stunned and angered when he 
called the assassination of 
President Kennedy in Dallas, 
Tex., a “despicable act” and 
said he shared the “sense of 
shock and dismay that all 
Americans feel.” 

Former President Herbert 
Hoover, 89 and ailing,, said: 
“He loved America and has 
given his life for his country;” 



Act’ 



111.), Republican leader of the 
Senate, recalled a chat he had 
\vith the President earlier this 
week. He said: 

“He felt so equal to the 
task ahead of him, physically 
.and intellectually. I felt he 
was looking fonvard with a 
zestful spirit to the 1964 con- 
test.’.’. ^ 

■ Sen." Barry Goldwater (R- 
Ariz.), who had been con- 
sidered a potential rival of 
Mr. Kennedy in next year’^ 
presidential election, learned 
of the assassination as he 
stopped at a Chicago airport 
en route to Muncie, Ind. 

He called it “shocking and 
dreadful” and walked silently 



to his plane. Later his office 
issued a fuller statement, call- 
ing the President’s death .“a 
profound loss to the Nation 
and the free world.”. 

. Sen. Margaret Chase Smith 
(R-Me.) burst into .tears when 
she was told of the tragedy. 

Sen. Richard B. Russell (D- 
Ga.) said the “dastardly crime 
has stricken a brilliant and 
dedicated statesman at the 
very height of his powers.” 
Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller 
of New York, a candidate for, 
the GOP presidential nomina- 
tion, said Mr. Kennedy’s 
death was a “terrible tragedy.” | 
Walter N. Tobriner, presi- ' 
dent of the District Commis- j 
sioners, expressed the feelings I 
of the citizens of Washington. 
Said Tobriner: 

“It is impossible to believe ■ 
that this brilliant, eager, jus- ' 
tice-loving young man is no j 
loiiger to direct our destiny. ! 

“It -is even less possible to! 
conceive of the depths of evil, • 
the profundity of hatred mb-| 
tivating the person or persons | 
guilty of the assassination.” ! 

Throughout the states, Gov- ; 
,ernors. expressed their utterv 
dismay. Gov. Edmund G. ' 
Brown of California Was sob-j 
bing as he told newsmen: ! 
“His death is the fui^thest ; 
sacrifice this man has made 
•to peace and understanding in i 
the world.” 

Two Southern governors 
-who had bitterly attacked the 
President on civil rights ex- 
pressed their shock. 



I Gov. George Wallace of 
Alabama said the assassin 
must be filled with universal 
malice toward all. It Is hard 
to believe that anyone would 
shoot at the President- of the 
United States. It is ihe same 
as If they had shot sx you and 
me.!’ 

And.Gov. Ross Barnett of 
Mississippi sent a telegram to 
Mrs. Kennedy expressing dis- 
tress at "the cowardly act** 
and "deepest and most sincere 
sympathy to you and your 
children.’* 

Maryland Gov. J. Millard 
Tawes said that the "tragedy 
is beyond comprehension.” Jn 
Virginia, Gov. Albertis'. S.- 
Harrison said he was stunned' 
and ordered flags flown at 
half-staff. 

"No one who had talked 
^yith Mr. Kennedy could help , . 
liking him, no . matter what 
your personal views,” said 
Harrison. 

Labor Voices Grief 

The grief of the Nation cut 
across all aspects of life. For 
organized labor, George 
. Meany, president of the AFL*. 
.CIO, sent a telegram to Mrs. 
Kennedy expressing the 
"heartfelt sympathy of mil-,' 
lions of workers who admired 
and, loved ydur husband and 
I who were the beneficiaries, of 
bis wisdom and courage and 
devotion to freedom.” 

Industrial and business 
leaders expressed their grief, 
Roger Blough, board chairman 
of U.S. Steel who was involved 
in a battle with Mr. ICennedy 
over steel prices in April, 
1962, said: 

"It is unthinkable to me 
that such a thing can happen 
in America these days. I am 
shocked and deeply grieved.” 
Religious organizations of 
all faiths registered their deep 
sorrow. In Rome, Francis Car 
dinal Spellman was grief 
stricken. "My prayers are now 
for President Kennedy,” he 
said. The Vatican said Pope 
Paul VI prayed for the repose 
of the President's soul. 

The Most Rev. Egldio Vag- 
' nozzl, Apostolic Delegate to 
the United States, prayed that; 

God may "give eternal peace 
■ to his noble soul and resigna 
tion and comfort to Mrs. Ker>« 
nedy, to their little childre? 
and other members of hi 
family." 



Civil rights leaders and. ol 
ganizations mourned the pasi 
ing of the President Said A 
Philip Randolph, director o 
the March on Washington las 
Aug. 28: 

"Today, President Kennedy 
who ^ was the Second Emand 
pator of the black people ffoi 
the serfdom of racial segrega 
tion, has been struck down b 
an assassin’s bullet 

"Negroes face a challeng 
to rededicate their lives t 
complete this unfinished bus 
ness of American -democrao 
for which two Presidents hav 
died. 



